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SUBJECT* CHIMESE IM AFQMAMISTAM PAK MILITARY REAOmSS 

REF: MEW OELHI U9<4 

1. CU> REFTEt REPORTEO INDIAN PRESS ACCOUNTS OF CHINESE * 
INVOLVEMENT IM AFGHAN INSURGENCY, AS HELL AS INCREASEO ALERT 
STATUS OF PAK AIR BASES. AS VIEWED FROM PESHAWAR, ACCOUMTS 
A*EAR TO CONTAIN LITTLE, IF AMY, TRUTH. AMONG ITEMS 
REPORTED WERE FOLtQWINQi 

2, CtOU) CHINESE AGEMTS IM WAKHAN CORRIDOR- -ACCOUNT 
AttEGED PRESENCE OF AFGHAN TERRITORY HHICH LINKS UP WITH 
CHINA, THE PROXIMITY HAS PROMPTED OUESTIONS FROM OUTSIDERS 
FOR AT LEAST THE PAST YEAR -WHY OflU'T THE CHINESE EXPLOIT 
THE LINK?- SUCH QUESTIONS APPEAR TO IGNOR FUNDAMENTAL 
GEOGRAPHIC ANO POLITICAL REALITIES OF WAKHAN. AS AN 
ENTITY, THE CORRIDOR WAS APPENOEO TO AFGHANISTAN -IM 1895 BY 
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rS SOKE Or THE RUGGEOEST, LEAST HOSPITABLE TERRITORY INtTHE 
WQRLO--HIGH, MOUNTAINOUS ANQ CQLO r . MUCH OF WAKHAN*S SPARE 
POPULATION—KIRGHIZ TRIBESMEN LOYAL TO RAHMAN GUL* KHAN- -LEFT FOR 
PAKISTAN IN LATE 1978, APPARENTLY LEAVING FEW INHABITANTS FOR 
CHINESE COR OTHER) AGENTS TO OPERATE AMONG. 



3. CO THERE IS PERHAPS SLIGHT POSSIBILITY THAT WAKHAN INSUEQENTS 
Jh WESTERN BAOAKSHAN. PROVINCE. I DISCUSSEO MATTER* I 

f LHERE EARLIER THIS MONTH. ACCORDING TG~ 

VfTfl, ANY SUPPLIES WOULD HAVE TO 8£ TRANSPORTED Off YAKS OR* 
BACTRAIN CAMELSJUIRING SUMMER ONLY THROUGH EASTER* WAKHAN. 
[ 1 HOWEVER, THAT NEARBY RUSSIAN MILITARY POTS 



I 1 HOWEVER, THAT NEARBY RUSSIAN MILITARY POTS C\ , 

WOULD PROBABLY INTERDICT SUCH TRAFFIC. A HOTQRABLf (PRESUMABLY \J K 
NOT Itt WINTER) ROAD OOES EXIST IN WESTERN WAKHAN, FROM ISHKASHIM 
TO OALA PANJA, BUT ACCQROING TO LOUIS OUPREE, IT LIES DIRECTLY 
UNCER VIEW OF RUSSIAN WATCH-TOWERS ON OPPOSITE 8ANK OF RIVER. 
THUS, IT SEEKS UNLIKELY THAT CORR^OOR COULO BECOME ARMS TRAFFICKING 



ROUTE." 



i. 



t«. CO GUNS TO CHITRAL: SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY ARMS SUPPLY ROUTE 
FROM CHINESE TURKISTAN WOULD BE THROUGH PAKISTAN'S NORTHERN 
AREAS, AS WAS ALLEGED in INDIAN PRESS ACCOUNT. ROUTE WOULO BE 
. FROM KASHGAR VIA NEW KARAKQRUM HIGHWAY TO GILGIT, THEN ON JEEP 
TRACK OVER SHANOUR PASS TO CHITRAL. FROM CHITRAL, ARMS COULO 
FLOW. TO AFGHANISTAN'S KUNAR TO BAOAKSH*N PROVINCES. (INDIAN PRESS 
ACCOUNT, HOWLER, HAS THINGS A BIT SCRAMBLED BY MENTIONING BABUSOR " 
PASS, -HICH LEAOS FROM QILGIT SOUTH TO KAGAN VALLEY AND ULTIMATELY 
TO PUNJAB- -A MOST UNLIKELY ROUTE). 

S. CO SHANOUR ROUTE TO CHITRAL COULD STANO MODEST AMOUNT OF 
GUN RUNNING BY JEEP DURING RIGHT SEASON. PRESENTLY, HOWEVER, 
SNOWS BLOCK SHANOUR (12,000 FT) ANO WILL UNTIL MAY OR JUNE, SO 
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I AM CERTAIN CHINESE ARE NOT MOVING WEAPONS ON .ROUTE. THEY 
CERTAINLY HAO NOT BEEN LAST JULY WHEN I TOOK TWOfiAY JEEP TRIP 
ON PORTION OF IT-HASTIM. CHITRAL TO GILGIT. ™EN, [* I NE WAS 
ONLY JEEP FOR WEEK OR MORE TO PLY VERY BAO ROAD 0* WHICH WE HAO 
TO BUIW A BRIDGE TO PROCEEO. f 

'ffRRfVAL OF A SINGLE JEEP IS CAUSE.FOR COMMENT. I 
OF KY INTEREST ll SUBJECTS OF THll SORT. TO OAIT, THOUGH, Tfe HAS 
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REPORTED NOTHING ABOUT ARMS TRAFFICKING. {THAT I $ PROOF ENOUGH 
FOR ME THAT ROUTE HAS NO'IJ BECOME ANOTHER J4D CHI- MINH /RAIL. 

7. CO CHINESE IN WESTERN BAOAKSHAN ? SINCE TATE 1978, I HAVE H 
HEARD RUMORS OF CHINESE FWESENC* Iti WESTERN BAOAKSHAN PROVINCE. > 
I ASSUME THAT INDIAN CANo! CURREKT WESTERIt ONES^PRESS ACCOUNTS ARJ 
BASEO ON THESE RUMORS. T<J DATE, HOWEVER, NO RELIABLE SOURCE HAS . 
REPORTED ON THE-PR^SENCE OF ANY CHINESE ADVISORS OR GUERILLAS \ 
ASSISTING AFGHAN INSURGENTS Iti ANY PART 0/ AFGHANISTAN, INCLUOING 
BAOAKSHAN. * * # 

8. CO PAK AIR BASES ONttLERT: INDIAN AeSS CLAIMED PAK AIR « 
BASES NEAR AFGHAN BOROER HAO BEEN PLACED iON ALERT. AS PESHAWAR ; 
AIR BASE IS ONE OF THO -qRONT-LlNE" BASE* I ASSUME ITS ALERT 
STSTUS WOULO BE RAISED, IF ANY HERE. IN PAST Ft* WEEKS, HOWEVER, i 
I HAVE $E€ti NO .SIGNS OF JlUSUAL ACTI^TY HERE. FOR EXAMPLE, , 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS, TWICE OEPLOYEO LAST YEAR AFTER AFGHAN AIR I 
INCURSIONS, ARE NOHHERE TO BE SEEN TOOAY, { 
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